
Perhaps it is a little bit of remaining skepticism, a sense of “déjà vu” that prevents me from
reaching full-tilt celebration. Still, I am hopeful that a step forward has occurred.

I watched with anticipation as a plan in Israel was approved to create a meaningful space
at the Wailing or Western Wall - known in Hebrew as the Kotel. For a long time, the Kotel
has been under the supervision of religiously observant custodians. As such, strict Orthodox
rules and practices have been enforced, including limiting womenʼs access, forbidding co-ed
prayer gatherings, and others.

Much of the American Jewish Community - our own Reform movement, Conservative
moment and the Jewish Federations of North America - joined with Israeli counterparts the
Israeli Movement for Progressive Judaism, the Women of the Wall, and the Masorti-Israeli
Conservative Movement to effect a change in the oversight of the Kotel.

It seemed like a hopeless pursuit....until Now! Anatoly Sharansky, the famous Russian
refugee and past member of Israelʼs Knesset, aided by pressure from the world-wide Jewish
community, designed a plan that would create space wherein men and women will be
allowed to mix and pray. No gender-dividing wall; no authorities making sure all males have
head coverings, etc.

It is not an insignificant event. With this decision comes not only access to the Kotel,
but also a recognition in Israel that there is more than one way to experience and to express
Judaism. For many, the influence held by the Orthodox in Israel has been a huge barrier,
especially since an overwhelming majority of Israelis are not Orthodox. Over the past
several years, women have been arrested for attempting to chant from Torah or for wearing
Tfillin (the phylactery boxes traditionally worn only by men). Traditionally-garbed men and
women have thrown chairs and garbage in order to stop gatherings and practices they
consider blasphemous.

Now, however, there will be a place for all people to stand at the Kotel and connect with
this ancient landmark. So, I say I am cautiously excited. I will look forward to when
the renovation work is done and the new section is available for use. As with all things,
there always is a possibility that the plan will falter; already there is mumbling among various
government ministers that they will not support the mandate. However, I will hope,
and maybe even pray, that a “new day is dawning”.

By the time you read this, I will have had the chance to return to Israel after twenty-five years.
Carol and I are serving as chaperones for fourteen high school juniors from Long Island who
tour Israel as part of a program called Project Understanding. In my next article, I will report
and reflect on the ten days we had spent with these remarkable teens. Now, though, I must
pull together the last items to go in my suitcase. I am taking with me a new excitement for
an old place. Not only will I see the beautiful countryside of Israel again, but with eyes opened
to a new Israel; one where my progressive, open-minded style of Judaism is (borrowing from
the rock group, Pink Floyd) - “another brick in the wall.”

Cautiously Excited
Rabbi Jeffrey Clopper

Highlights
Friday, March 4th

Family Shabbat, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, March 11th

Shabbat Service, 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 12th
Trivia Night, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 13th

Purim Baby Boutique, 2:00 p.m.
Friday, March 18th

Shabbat Service, 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 20th

Purim Carnival, 9:00 p.m.
Friday, March 25th

Kabbalat Shabbat, 6:15 p.m.
Friday, April 1st

Family Shabbat, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, April 8th

Shabbat Service, 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 9th

"Oliver!" Performance, 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 10th

"Oliver!" Performance, 3:00 p.m.
Friday, April 15th

Shabbat Service, 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 16th

"Oliver!" Performance, 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 17th

Shalom Friends, 11:00 a.m.
"Oliver!" Performance, 3:00 p.m.

Friday, April 22nd
No Evening Shabbat Service

Saturday, April 23rd
Passover Festival, 10:30 a.m.

Friday, April 29th
Office Closed

T.G.I.S., 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 30th

Men's Club Wine Tasting Dinner
(time and place to be determined)

March - April 2016
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Chanting is FunCantor Alison Lopatin
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As we enter into spring we begin to think of new beginnings, warmer weather, and for you sports fans, March Madness.
While Judaism does not have a festival for basketball, it does have its own "March Madness" and that is the “zany” holiday
of Purim. This year, Purim falls on Wednesday, March 23rd and ends on Thursday night, March 24th. The holiday of Purim is
celebrated by the wearing of costumes, being merry, enjoying food and drink, and most importantly the retelling of the Purim story.
This is most often done through the chanting of Megillat Esther, the Scroll of Esther. Megillah is a general term meaning scroll.
Megillat Esther is often referred to as "The Megillah", but really it is one of five scrolls found in our tradition. The Scroll of Esther
can be found in Ketuvim, the writings, the third section of the TaNaCh (the Hebrew Bible). It is the story of how Esther and
Mordechai outwit the “evil” Haman and save the Jews of Shushan.
The Scroll of Esther is chanted from the same trope, cantillation symbols, as in the Torah. The difference is that the melodies for
the symbols are unique to Purim. These melodies tend to echo the “wacky” nature of this holiday. Where Torah trope would go
up, Megillat Esther trope goes down. The long Pazer trope sounds like a hearty laugh. There is also much syncopation in the
melodies that punctuate the text and give it a song-like quality. Another interesting fact is that blessing before the reading of
Megillat Esther is the same melody as the Blessing for Sounding the Shofar on Rosh Hashanah. These are possibly to remind
us to listen and pay attention.
According to Cantor Eliyahu Schleifer, a beloved professor at Hebrew Union College, "The art of chanting is ancient and may
date back to Second Temple times, but the different melodic patterns used by various Jewish communities developed much later,
perhaps during the Middle Ages, and have continued to grow and change ever since. There are actually six cantillation systems
in Judaism. Cantillation is the art of the liturgical chanting of the Bible. Most well known are Torah and Haftarah melodies which
are chanted on Shabbat. In addition, you might have noticed a different melody chanted on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
morning. This is the High Holiday cantillation. As I mentioned before, Megillat Esther has its own system. The fifth system is the
cantillation used for Shir Hashirim (Song of Songs), Ruth, and Kohelet (Ecclesiastes). All of these use the same trope system and
are chanted on the Three Festivals. Traditionally, Song of Songs is chanted on Passover, Ruth is chanted on Shavuot, and
Ecclesiastes on Sukkot. The trope melody of this cantillation is very romantic sounding with many smooth, legato sections.
The final cantillation system is the trope system for Eicha (Lamentations). Eicha is traditionally chanted on the evening of Tisha
B'av. It is chanted slowly because it describes the grief and desolation brought on by the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem
and the exile of the Jews by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.E. Chanting the liturgy is a beautiful and rich tradition that allows us
to more deeply understand our sacred texts.

Thank You
To all who are a part of the Temple Beth El Family, who help keep
our community the strong, loving and supportive community it is.

We may not recognize you enough, but please know you
are Temple Beth El.

To the McDonagh family, for sponsoring a Project H.O.P.E. meal.
To Jamie Samuel for baking and to Harriet Copel for taking the
lead on delivering those healthy snacks to Hospice House, our

new Social Action project.
To the Playbill Committee for all of their hard work:

Elisa McDonagh, Marcia Schwalb, Beverly Wayne, Debbie Rich,
Sue Seiler and Mike Widawsky.

To the Adult Education Class for supporting Iliana Habib and her
craft fair Tzedakah project: Ann Simon, Stephanie Selix,

Bonnie Gettinger, Myra Feeney, Ellen Richer and Sue Seiler.
To the Sisterhood Board for great programming

and Social Action events.
To Debbie Rich, Carol Clopper, Linda Mahler, Clare Cohn,

Amy Korobow, Rosalie Kammerling and Heidi Aronson for helping
with the Sisterhood Gift Wrapping Fundraiser on December 24th.

To Debbie Jarmon and Debby Fallenberg for their help with H.I.H.I.
To Sisterhood "Ladies who Lunch", a huge Thank you for helping

with the Judaica cabinets.
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There is a saying “May you live in interesting times”. Some say it is a blessing. Some say it is a curse. In actuality the world
is never static and thus all times are interesting. To a pessimist “interesting times” means change and uncertainty, something
to be avoided at all costs. To an optimistic it is a time of innovation and opportunity, something to be sought out and relished.
Which way you see it depends on your own personal philosophy.
As a Congregation we face the challenges of decreased membership and decreased revenue due to a combination of difficult
economic times, increased completing activities, and an increased reliance on the Internet to satisfy our needs for community.
So, how are we to approach Temple Beth Elʼs “interesting times”?
I think the answer is to be an optimistic realist, to not be afraid of new opportunities and ideas, but at the same time recognize
that not all things need to be changed just for the sake of just doing something.
How do we do this? By offering more opportunities, like our upcoming Chutzpah Repertory Company production of “Oliver” and
recent bowling event, both of which bring family and friends together. By listening to the spiritual wants and needs of our temple
community.
Based on your feedback we will be voting on a contract to make our beloved Cantor Alison full time clergy at our upcoming
May Congregational Meeting. We are in the process of re-envisioning our dues model to make it both easier for new members
to join our temple family and for existing members to stay. We are reaching out into the community to sponsor more temple
themed events at locations outside of the synagogue building. We are looking at ways to make our building and services more
inclusive and comfortable for those in our community with disabilities.
This is just a small sample of how we are approaching our “interesting times”. If you would like to play a role: please consider
joining our temple board (our nominating committee is now actively looking for new board members), dropping me an email,
or leaving a note in the suggestion box in the lobby. Working together we can make these “interesting times” a blessing for TBE.

Interesting TimesHoward W. Schneider, Temple President

Diane E. Berg, RJE

Secrets to a Good Life

There is a vocabulary we teach and use in our classrooms that helps to define who we are as a people and the ethical values
we hold most dear. These values allow us a better way of thinking and acting, hopefully giving us a sense of greater satisfaction
and joy knowing we have behaved in the right way. We believe that by embracing them, we will have a better, more meaningful
life. To better understand what these words and phrases mean and to encourage their use, I am listing them below.
Tikkun Olam: This means “to repair the world.” We believe that Jews have an obligation to be Godʼs partners in making the world
a better place.
Kavod and Bushah: These are the words that teach us how we treat and speak to others. Kavod means to treat everyone with
respect. It is a way to preserve their dignity even when being critical. Bushah is the opposite. It is a delivery that embarrasses
and humiliates the recipient.
Gʼmilut Chasadim: This phrase means “deeds of loving kindness.” It is an over-arching phrase which means we have an
obligation to help others in any way in which we are able. This includes gifts of time, money, food, clothing or resources.
Tzedakah: there is no Hebrew word for charity. Charity comes from the Latin word for caring; you give because you care.
That is admirable but our Hebrew word tzedakah, which is often mistakenly translated to mean “charity”, comes from the word
“tzedek” which means “justice.” We do not give to others because it feels wonderful, but because it is just and the right thing
to do. It is not a choice, it is an imperative.
Mitzvah: This word is also mistranslated to mean “good deed.” It is more than that; it means “Commandment” as in the Torah.
Just as with tzedakah, we are commanded to do positive God-like actions like taking care of the elderly, feeding the poor,
not mistreating our animals, visiting the sick, and more. Doing mitzvot (plural) helps us to understand our obligation to do deeds
with an ethical understanding. Doing mitzvot brings joy.
Mensch: This is a Yiddish word that encapsulates a super kind and compassionate person who is a role model of how to be Godʼs
partner in making things better. It is one of the highest forms of praise to call someone a Mensch and an ideal to strive for.
These are some of the basic Jewish values we are trying to instill and model for our students. It has always been our hope that
Judaism will inspire the next generation of Jews to become honorable Menschen!
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Something to Consider at Tax Time...
Beginning with the 2015 calendar year, the IRS now permits those taking required distributions from their IRA accounts
to make charitable contributions (before taxes) to qualified organizations such as TBE. It is even permitted to pay your
temple dues directly from your IRA making these payments tax free. Hopefully, you might consider using all or a portion
of these tax savings as contribution to the temple. The required minimum distribution from an IRA usually affects only those
age seventy and a half and older. If you wish to take advantage of this benefit, you should consult with your accountant
or financial adviser.

Dues Revision at TBE or Why Are the Dues So High
and What We Are Doing About It?

One of the most vexing problems today facing most synagogues (and churches as well) is a decline in the number
of congregants. For synagogues, this translates into a decline in membership. For churches this results in fewer people
attending services. In both cases, the result is a decline in income needed to meet the cost of operations. Temple Beth El
is no exception. During the 1970ʼs, the TBE membership numbered in excess of five hundred member units (families and
individuals). For the most recent year, that number is three hundred forty. Compounding the problem is the increase
in members who require dues relief (funded by the Temple budget that we all share in) due to their economic circumstances.
It has been and continues to be, a hallmark of TBE that no one will be turned away based on inability to pay.

Recognizing this problem, about eighteen months ago, then TBE President Marcia Schwalb appointed a committee to look at the
possibility of changing the current dues model through which the majority of TBE income is realized. Also around that time,
UJA-Federation of New York, through its “Synergy” program, issued a document and held workshops on various alternative
models of funding synagogues, which collectively are called “voluntary dues.” At the time, this was not simply an academic
exercise. Twenty-one synagogues had already adopted such a model and, for the most part, were modestly successful with this
approach. Only one synagogue has gone back to the traditional dues model and, overall, the participating synagogues realized
an average four percent increase in overall income.

While there are some variations, voluntary dues is essentially a model whereby the synagogue determines the cost of operations
for the year and divides that cost by the number of member units. There may be some adjustments such as variation between
family and individual memberships as well as whether or not traditional fundraising is, or is not, included in the model. The amount
determined is presented to the membership as a “sustaining” voluntary dues commitment with the proviso that those who are able
to pay more than that amount are strongly encouraged to do so in order to compensate for those unable to meet the full
sustaining commitment amount.

TBEʼs Dues Revision Committee, chaired by Nanci Weber Schaeffer, after many months of deliberation, including the utilization
of a professional consultant, has formulated the outlines of a plan by which TBE could move to a voluntary dues model
beginning July 1st 2017. That plan, currently under review by the Board of Trustees will be presented to the congregation
in a variety of ways including several open forums, in order to elicit feedback and answer questions prior to presenting a final
version for approval at a full congregational meeting.

The overall goal is to attract and retain as many members as possible. We are cognizant of our mission to serve the needs
of those from the Huntington area that identify with progressive Judaism.

The Dues Revision Committee will be sharing additional information on our recommendations later this spring and we ask each
member household to help our Temple spread the word about our new dues policy. Please become an ambassador for the Temple
and ask your friends, neighbors and others in the community to check out Temple Beth El!

The Dues Revision Committee members are: Elisa McDonagh, Mike Heiberger, Jen Freed, Joanne Fried, Marcia Schwalb,
Sara Pokross, Barbara Schenk and Nanci Weber. If you are interested in joining the committee or share you thoughts
or concerns, please contact Nanci Weber at nanci.weber@gmail.com or telephone 631-742-1423.

To Cantor Alison, on her engagement to Brian Levine.
To Len and Ann Axinn, on the birth of their granddaughter, Sienna.

Mazal Tov...
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With a Little Help from Our FriendsMark Goldman, Caring Committee Chairman

The Caring Community Committee is alive and well! There are times when a member of our temple family community may need
help from someone other than their immediate family and friends, who may not be available.
This type of help can vary. It may be driving to temple services, to a doctorʼs appointment, or to the supermarket. Perhaps help
delivering a home-made soup, or just a couple of meals. It might be some cheerful company or just someone to talk to or share
information on other resources available in the community.
We need to update a list of those who might be willing to help from time to time with any of the above. For example, if we know
that a driver is needed we can send out an email to see who is available and set it up based on the response. If you are
interested in working with the Caring Community Committee in any way, please let us know; contact:
Mark Goldman - mgoldman109agmail.com or telephone 631-645-3999
Amy Podhurst - amypodhurstlac@gmail.com Any type of help will be most appreciated.

It’s Show Time!
The temple is filled with music and dance as our cast and crew has begun rehearsals for the upcoming production of
“Oliver!” to be held in April.
Much thanks and praise goes to our producers Linda Braun, Ilene Davis and Li and Erich Josenhans. We are very excited
to be honoring them for their dedication and hard work in bringing the Chutzpah Repertory Theater back to Temple Beth El.
Please join us in thanking them by attending and supporting this fabulous show and our Major Annual Temple Fundraiser.
Purchase an advertisement or sponsor a portion of our production. Playbill ad information is available in the temple main
office or by email.
Any questions, please contact us at tbeplay2016@tbeli.org. “Consider yourself one of the family!”



Sue Seiler, Social Action Co-Chairperson

Social Action News

Social Action continues to be busy making a difference in our Huntington Community. Unfortunately, our January Project H.O.P.E.
meal at the Moose Lodge was cancelled due to the Norʼeaster. So the eighty pounds of chicken cutlet was frozen for the
February dinner.
Our eyes and ears are always open listening to other opportunities that could use our assistance. Lori Street Ames came forward
expressing a need for healthy snacks for families that are with their loved ones at Hospice House in East Northport. We are
so excited to let you know that we launched this program in January. Once again, we partnered with St. Hughʼs to support the
Visiting Nurse Service and Hospice House in East Northport, so that twice a month healthy snacks and finger desserts will be
delivered there. If you or your family is interested in participating in this new program, either to deliver the desserts, donate,
or bake, please email me at sseiler27@gmail.com and Iʼll let you know what month we could use your help. Weʼre so happy
to provide this service and know it will be an unbelievable success for those who volunteer and those who will benefit from our help.
Once again, Project H.O.P.E. was chosen to be the recipient of a $5,000 grant from the “Dentists for a Better Huntington”.
Carol and I were so grateful to accept this gift at the Cold Spring Harbor Labs. This grant continues to support our meals each
month allowing us to provide for our Huntington residents in need. We canʼt thank Howard Schneider and the dentists enough for
supporting this program and continuing to help us create magic each month. Thank you to all of our volunteers for all you do and
for participating in all of the programs Social Action provides. Some of our programs are at the temple, with many others being
in the Huntington community. Please reach out and let us know, if you want to help or if you have a new idea that you want to
share with us. We continue to make a difference because of you.
Carol Werblin, Social Action Chairperson

March proves to be a busy month for Social Action. We will be holding our Annual Purim Baby Boutique on March 13th. We invite
needy families from the Dolan Family Health Center and local social-service agencies to ʻshopʼ for their children and newborns.
Please drop off new and gently used baby and childrenʼs clothing (newborn-6T) in the atrium ʻbassinetʼ. We are also accepting
donations of baby accessories, strollers, formula, and diapers. Due to federal regulations, we no longer accept cribs unless they
are without drop-down sides. We will also be hosting our last night of HIHI on March 24th.
Thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped to make this our tenth successful season of providing respite to those who
would have otherwise spent their nights out in the cold. Special thanks to Julie Nace and Girl Scout Troop 536 for making sure
that our HIHI guests had warm winter clothing to wear throughout the season. I would also like to thank Troop 536 for their unbe-
lievable food drive. With the boxes of food that they collected, we will be able to keep our food pantry stocked for many months
to come.
Upcoming Events:
March 2nd, 16th and 24th - HIHI
March 13th - Purim Baby Boutique
April 3rd - Project H.O.P.E.
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Sisterhood Embraces
Social Action

Robin Zucker, Vice President

The Women of Reform Judaism is a group that embraces
Social Action. They take stands, suggest actions, offer help and
pass resolutions regarding pertinent topics to their women's
groups.Three new proposals, passed at the WRJ 2015
Assembly, pay equity, paid family and medical leave, and
distracted driving are crucial topics which must be addressed
by us today. We need to educate ourselves so that women will
not face these same concerns in the future.
Data from the U.S. Census Bureau states that, on average,
women get paid seventy-nine cents for every dollar earned
by men, yet they head more than fifteen million American
households. WRJ wants us to strive to pass laws that address
gender wage discrimination.

Most of our workforce does not have paid family leave,
nor does it have personal medical leave through employersʼ
disability programs. The WRJ believes that paid family
and medical leave would help workers, their families,
and ultimately, our economy.We are being asked to promote
Paid Family and Medical Leave Laws by supporting the
FAMILY Act.
The dangers of texting and/or using a hand held cell phone are
obvious and should be addressed. Both adults and teens need
to address their constituencies regarding the impact
of distracted driving.
Sisterhood will be discussing these crucial issues with the goal
of establishing advocacy programs. If you have suggestions,
or would like to get involved, please contact:
sisterhood@tbeli.org.
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Temple Library

Recommendations for a Cold Winter Day
What could be better on a cold winter day than a good movie and a delicious meal? Then curl up at the TBE Library with all your
favorite Jewish movie stars and Hollywood tales and amazing recipes from your favorite restaurants and chefs.
Movies:
“A Century of Jewish Movies, Reel Jewish Comedy, Tragedy, Musicals, Dramas” – Samberg
“Great Jews in the Performing Arts” - Lyman
- About actors Rodney Dangerfield, Roseann Barr, Harvey Korman, Goldie Hawn, Sophie Tucker.
“In Entertaining America” - Hoberman
- Read about Jews, Movies and Broadcasting. Find out more about Betty Boop, the saga of Hollywood movie moguls,

and the relationship between the nationʼs Jews and its entertaining media.
Recipes:
“The Second Avenue Deli” - Cookbook Recipes and Memories from Abe Lebewohlʼs Legendary Kitchen
“At Omaʼs Table” - Doris Schechter
- A hundred Recipes from “Jewish Family Kitchen” and “My Most Favorite Dessert Company Cookbook”.
“Kosher Southern -Style Cookbook” – Covert
“A Thousand Jewish Recipes” - Faye Levy (Try the Broiled Salmon with Walnut Sauce)
Reading for the 4th to 7th Graders:
Check out our Young Adult section with wonderful stories from your Jewish heritage, Jewish Sports heroes, Folklore,
Mystery and Humor. Our Juvenile books are the best for reading silently or aloud.
Questions about the Talmud, Torah and Judaism?
“Jewish Wisdom, Ethical, Spiritual, and Historical Lessons from the Great Works and Thinkers” - Rabbi Telushkin
“Dialogues in Judaism” - Jewish Dilemmas Defined, Debated and Explored - Rabbi Berkowitz

Jackie Hasson, Library Coordinator

The 2015 Kol Nidre Campaign

“Tis the season,” as the saying goes, when we finalize the results of our Kol Nidre campaign. Thank goodness! You cannot see
it, but Iʼm smiling from “ear to ear” as I write this article.

It is with much joy and relief that I can report that we have successfully reached and even slightly exceeded our budget goal
of $55,000. It was not an easy task and is the result of a sustained effort, but again our congregants have responded with
generosity. We should all be proud!

There are many people who deserve many thanks in this endeavor:
To our intrepid phone squad for their hours of work,

Linda Braun Abbe Joseph Mark Goldman
Patti Kresner Surelle Heiberger Audrey Dinstell
Barbara Schenk Mike Heiberger Peter Chiacchiaro
Howard W. Schneider Marcia Schwalb Lisa Tricomi

To Lisa Bennett, Temple Secretary, and Irma Talbot, our Bookkeeper, for their patience in keeping me current on all donations.
To Andy and Andrea Levenbaum for welcoming us again, on three separate evenings, to utilize their phones at Levenbaum
Associates. The best reward in this job is the immense satisfaction I realize when my congregation demonstrates the Mitzvah of
giving, to support our Temple each year, even under unfavorable economic conditions. Thank you to all donors. A complete list
of donors will appear in the next bulletin. Again, a hearty thank you to all!

Surelle Heiberger, Kol Nidre Chairperson
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Grady Nesis – March 5th
Temple Beth El is a special place for Grady. It is the one place where he can go and connect with other Jewish children who
share a common heritage. In Gradyʼs school community, as in most places in the world, Jews are the minority. When Grady
walks into temple, there is an immediate sense of belonging. This allows him to be himself in a way that doesnʼt happen on the outside.
We are so proud of the commitment Grady has shown in preparing for his Bar Mitzvah. He seems to have gained a stronger
connection to his culture and takes pride in his Jewish knowledge. Grady chose to work in a local “Soup Kitchen” for his
community service project. He helps prepare meals which are served to those in need of nourishment. Grady has always showed
compassion for those less fortunate, especially children, and so he will be making a donation to the “World Childrenʼs Fund”.
This fund strives to create a world where no child is hungry, sick,homeless, unprotected, unschooled, unloved or suffers violence.
We are overcome with joy that Grady is about to become a Bar Mitzvah – a huge milestone in the life of our beautiful son.

Aidan Heller – March 12th
Temple Beth El is special to us because of the people and the community it provides our family. Aidanʼs Gʼmilut Chasadim
(service project) is to volunteer at local cat and dog shelters to assist in the socialization of animals, hoping to find them
a permanent home. Caring for animals is something that is very important to Aidan. His Tzedakah project is to donate money to
the American Cancer Society in honor of his Aunt Ricki Dash, Grandmother Judith Dash and his deceased Grandmother
Barbara Heller. Aidanʼs creative project is to create sports cards of various influential Jewish Professional Athletes.
The Bar Mitzvah experience has brought our family and friends closer together. We have had long conversations about the
meaning of being Jewish and what is important to us as individuals and as a family. Watching Aidan prepare for his Bar Mitzvah
has been amazing. He generally practices without much reminding and really enjoys it.
Our wishes for Aidan are for him to be happy, healthy and live a life that he is proud of. We wish that he obtains all of his dreams
both personally and professionally. We want him to be successful at whatever he does but to be ethical and moral regardless
of the outcome. He should become a Mensch and always try and do the right thing. We hope he will grow in his experience
of doing for others. We have so much confidence in him and know he will succeed in whatever he puts his heart into.

Ryder Hartman – March 19th
We are thankful to Rabbi Clopper, Cantor Allison and the Hebrew school staff for preparing Ryder on his passage to Jewish
adulthood. We also want to thank the Temple Beth El community for being so accepting and for fostering enrichment in our Jewish
Heritage. Ryder has chosen for his Gamilut Hasidim, service project, to volunteer for his middle school in helping prepare
for homecoming and with HIHI as well. For his Tzedakah, he is raising funds to support the Magen David Adom, which is the
Israeli Red Cross. Lastly, he is learning to play the Hatikva, Israeli National Anthem, on his cello as a way of showing solidarity
for Israel.
We know its cliché, but we can't believe how quickly time has gone by, and that Ryder will soon become a Bar Mitzvah.
Ryder, you have maintained so many wonderful qualities since you were a little boy - Your creativity, inquisitiveness, affection for
your family, great sense of humor, and desire to fight for what you believe in (even if a bit misguided). We are so proud of you.

Emma Green – April 2nd
The nurturing and supportive environment at Temple Beth El has made Emmaʼs journey into the Jewish adult community a very
special experience. Rabbi Clopper is an exceptional leader who has made us feel truly welcome. We are thrilled that he, as well
as all of the religious school teachers, have been an integral part of Emmaʼs Jewish Education. Temple Beth El is an engaging
and meaningful place of learning and worship that has helped us build a Jewish foundation for our family. We would also like
to thank Cantor Alison for her help with Emmaʼs Bat Mitzvah lessons.
As Tzedakah, Emma will be making a donation to the Long Island Alzheimerʼs Foundation. For her community project,
she will be participating with Project HOPE and for her creative project; Emma will be creating beautiful Mezuzot for her family.
We are so proud of the fine young lady that our daughter Emma has become. She works patiently and diligently in learning
everything that is set before her. Watching her grow and blossom is truly a remarkable experience. We are thrilled to have
reached this milestone in Emmaʼs life and to celebrate this joyous occasion.

B’nei Mitzvah

To Grady Nesis (March 5th), Aidan Heller (March 12th),
Ryder Hartman (March 19th), Gabriel Moskovitch (April 2nd),

Emma Green (April 2nd), Arielle Blume (April 9th) and
Ian Kaish (April 16th) on becoming B'nei Mitzvah!
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Gabriel Moskovitch – April 2nd
We call Gabe our “Renaissance Boy” because of the breadth of his interests. From art and science, to sport, and music,
to food and travel, Gabe is curious and open to it all. Our experiences at TBE have so often provided avenues for growth in many
of these areas, and not only for Gabe.The Bar Mitzvah preparation has likewise been an opportunity for him to more firmly weave
his Jewish learning into all the strands of his life. Gabe has really enjoyed learning the prayers and his Torah portion, and it has
provided an opportunity for him and his Abba to share the Hebrew language.
For Gabe's service project, he will once again be doing set-ups for HIHI, as he has for the last several years. For his Charity
project he chose an organization called “Music Unites”, which fosters music education for kids around the world. Finally, for his
creative endeavor, he will be performing a piano piece by a Jewish composer. We hope that Gabe will continue on his path
of curiosity, learning, and creativity throughout his life.

Arielle Blume – April 9th
Over the past five years, Temple Beth El has become a very special place for our family. At temple we found a warm,
welcoming place for us to share in our Jewish worship, observe the Jewish holidays, and form lasting friendships. We want
to thank Rabbi Clopper, Cantor Allison Lopatin, Diane Berg, and the TBE teachers for everything they have done to help Arielle
on her journey to becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
Arielle is a warm, caring person. She has been particularly concerned about the plight of homeless children. During one of her
religion classes, Arielle found out about the organization “Birthday Wishes” and that they bring birthday parties to children
in homeless shelters. It was a natural fit for Arielle to want to help them. For Arielleʼs service and creative projects,
she is planning to bake and decorate cupcakes for some of their birthday parties. For her Tzedakah, Arielle is planning to make
a donation to help homeless people in our community.
We are very proud of the teenager that Arielle is becoming. We wish her a lifetime of happiness and fulfillment in whatever
she chooses to do.

Ian Kaish – April 16th
Anyone who knows Ian, knows that a large part of his life is spent on the soccer field and on the tennis court. He works very hard
at whatever he is doing, whether on the field or in school. But he never loses site of others, and is a model of sportsmanship
on and off the field.
Following his love for sports and his desire to help out, for Ianʼs Gʼmilut Chasadim and Tzedekah projects, he will support
organizations that bring his favorite sports to kids who might not otherwise get to play, including “Soccer without Borders” and
“Kids Serving Kids”.
We thank Cantor Lopatin and Rabbi Clopper for sharing the beauty of the Torah, and for making its message meaningful to our
lives. We are so proud of Ian and look forward to his day of becoming a Bar Mitzvah and beyond.

Jews in CubaLynn Geisler, Chai Club, Past President

My husband and I recently returned from a “Road Scholar” two
week trip to Cuba. While there, we were privileged to meet
some successful Jewish Cubans as well as visit two
synagogues.

In Havana, there was a Holocaust exhibit at one of the two
synagogues and a large two sided brochure that I purchased
and from which I will excerpt some information:

In the wake of the Holocaust, Cuba had an open door policy for
Jewish immigrants that was briefly reversed in 1939 when
Cuba turned back the passenger ship St. Louis. Many of the
Jewish refugees in Cuba wanted to go to the USA but, when
those promised visas never came, they made Cuba their home.
Today only about a thousand Jews remain on the island, most
having left after the revolution. The history is too long
to describe in this short article, but know that on November
2nd, 1492 the newly converted Jew, Luis de Torres became the
first European to set foot on the Cuban Island.

In the 1990s the crisis that battered the Cuban economy
(called their special period) affected the Jewish community.
With a new Cuban constitution incorporated in 1992, it gave
rise to the rival of Jewish life on the island. Numerous foreign
organizations offered assistance and support.

In the city of Camaguey we had a chance to speak to the
president of their small synagogue. She, as well as others, told
us that there is no anti-Semitism in Cuba. She wears a Jewish
star and has had no problem being openly Jewish. She and her
husband are both doctors and she described to us how their
small congregation of thirty-four manages to survive. On Friday
evenings, they serve a Shabbat dinner and generally get
around twenty-four congregants. The building was given
to them by the Cuban government and they are helped by their
sister city, Madison WI.

“I am a Jew who believes in miracles...Now; I see that the
Cuban Jewish community is the same as the one I come from.
Size doesnʼt matter: commitment, passion, heart and faith are
what really matter….” - Steven Spielberg, Havana Cuba,
November, 2002
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Tributes
50th ANNIVERSARY FUND
In memory of:
Carol Fleischman at yahrzeit
- Burt and Sandy Masnick
In honor of:
Cantor Alison's engagement to Brian Levine
- Burt and Sandy Masnick

ALMA AND DANIEL KOMMIT CHOIR FUND
In honor of:
Cantor Alison's engagement to Brian Levine
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb

CARING COMMUNITY COMMITTEE FUND
In memory of:
Michael Goldman
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb

GENERAL FUND
In memory of:
Florence and Steve Roffman
- Elaine and Barry Eig
Michael Goldman
- Barbara Schenk
Belle Baris Kahn
- Diane Berg
Toby Markowitz
- Mike and Cecile Fallon
Jack Klesman at yahrzeit
- Burt and Laura Klayman
Harriet Kaplan at yahrzeit
- Mike and Randee Epstein
Albert Bennett at yahrzeit
- Lottie Bennett
Mel Rosen at yahrzeit
- Miriam Rosen and Howard Schneider
Zelda Starr at yahrzeit
- Andrew and Gail Helfand
Lori Young at yahrzeit
- Steve and Janis Dombrower
Marvin Korobow at yahrzeit
- Amy Korobow and Michael Hutt
Berdie Kasman and Frieda Noumoff at yahrzeit
- Marlene and Richard Kasman
Martin Fallon at yahrzeit
- Mike and Cecile Fallon
Martin Danis at yahrzeit
- Marty Podgainy
Norma Bugden at yahrzeit
- Mike and Surelle Heiberger
Mae Wong at yahrzeit
- Mike and Janet Widawsky
Harry Klayman at yahrzeit
- Burt and Laura Klayman
Murray Podgainy at yahrzeit
- Marty Podgainy
William Feeney at yahrzeit
- Myra Feeney
Ly Herz Brettler at yahrzeit
- Cora Brettler and Jeffrey Rubin
Joseph and Rose Ochser at yahrzeit
- Alan and Jackie Goldberg
Henry Spiner at yahrzeit
- Marty Podgainy
Rose Weinstein at yahrzeit
- Mike and Cecile Fallon
Wilhelm Dombrower at yahrzeit
- Steve and Janis Dombrower

Linda Kristel at yahrzeit
- Alan an Brycie Kristel
Rose Wattelbaum at yahrzeit
- William and Linda Wattel
Harold Goldman at yahrzeit
- Floyd and Sherri Goldman
Terri Green and Rebecca Mildener at yahrzeit
- Barry Mildener and Richard Pitch
In honor of:
The birth of Sienna, granddaughter of
Len and Ann Axinn
- Florence and Steve Roffman
- Barbara Schenk
The birth of Samantha, granddaughter of
Sarah Lichtenstein and Barry Rozen
- Diane Berg
To the recovery of:
Ira Tane and Stephen Levy
- Mike and Surelle Heiberger
Phyllis Toran
- Joe and Judy Madenberg

MARJ BLAUMAN MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of:
Stuart Seiden
- Barbara Schenk

MUSIC AND CULTURAL ARTS FUND
In memory of:
Joan Gray at yahrzeit
- Ellen Gray and Paul Siudzinski
In honor of:
The birth of Rebeka, granddaughter of
Joe and Ellie Perlman
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb
Cantor Alison's engagement to Brian Levine
- Mike and Surelle Heiberger
- Linda and Bill Wattel
- Herb and Barbara Kreindler
- Mary Rosenvinge
- Florence and Steve Roffman
- Barbara Schenk
- Phoebe Krane and Sandy Hoffman
- Brian and Joy Moss
Debbie Rich's special birthday
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb
Phoebe Krane's birthday
- Mike and Cecile Fallon
Mike Heiberger's birthday
- Mike and Cecile Fallon

OUTREACH FUND
In honor of:
The birth of Sienna, granddaughter of
Len and Ann Axinn
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb

RABBI CLOPPER’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of:
Dina Monat
- Lawrence and Roberta Monat
Frances Rosen King at yahrzeit
- Carol Rosen
Mel Rosen at yahrzeit
- Patricia Kresner
Roslyn Wohle at yahrzeit
- Elissa and David Gordon

In honor of:
Rabbi Clopper, in thanks and much appreciation
for the unveiling for Susan Plosky
- Jill Plosky
Rabbi Clopper, in thanks for the funeral service
for Michael Goldman
- Marjorie and Stephen Levy
- Ann Nusimovici
Rabbi Clopper, for his dedication and support
- the TBE Religious School Students
Rabbi Clopper
- Steven and Madeline Schwartz

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FUND
In memory of:
Rachel Jackson at yahrzeit
- Ellen Gray and Paul Siudzinski
Dora Rosenbaum at yahrzeit
- Peter and Joan Feilbogen
In honor of:
Nesanel Dietz becoming a Bar Mitzvah
- Adrianne and Sheldon Dietz
The birth of Rebeka, granddaughter of
Joe and Ellie Perlman
- Jane Goldblatt

RHEA LIEBMAN MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND
In memory of:
Michael Goldman
- Mike and Surelle Heiberger
- Mary Rosenvinge
- Susan and Jerry Wolff
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb
- Florence and Steve Roffman
Jenny Yeazell at yahrzeit
- Louise Spangle and Alan Walfield

SEYMOUR LILKER MIROSLAV HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL FUND
In honor of:
Seymour Lilker's birthday
- The Adelstein's

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE FUND
In memory of
Belle Baris Kahn
- Marjorie and Stephen Levy
In honor of:
Nesanel Dietz becoming a Bar Mitzvah
- Herb and Barbara Kreindler
Project HOPE
- The Cosel-Pieper Family
- Myra Feeney
Marjorie Levy's birthday
- Susan and Jerry Wolff
To the recovery of:
Paul Mitchell, father of Elisa McDonagh
- The McDonagh Family

YVONNE COHEN MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of
Barbara Somach at yahrzeit
- Brian and Joy Moss
In honor of:
The birth of Samantha, granddaughter of
Sarah Lichtenstein and Barry Rozen
- Marcia and Barry Schwalb
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Yahrzeits
March 1-7
Helen Cohn
- mother of Janet Singer
Rita Kammerling
- mother of Richard Kammerling
Robert Pakula
- brother of Janet Walerstein
- uncle of Doug Walerstein
Joseph Sitler
- father of Joe Sitler (z:l)
Carrie Weil
- grandmother-in-law of Irving Klein
Michael Cohn
- father of Tom Cohn
Marvin Frankel
- father of Eleanor Pearlman
Stan Feinblatt
- father of David Feinblatt
Betty Friedman
- sister of Laura Klayman
Sam Shindler
- father of Arnold Shindler
Samuel Spiegel
- father of Carol Berliner
Abe Levine
- uncle of Steve Roffman
Bernard Strauss
- father of Dolores Weinzimer
Ruth Wolff
- mother of Jerry Wolff
Madeline Selix
- mother of Stephanie Kellerman
March 8-14
Betty Forman
- mother of David Forman
David Karin
- father of Marjorie Levy
Joseph Darwin
- father of Manny Darwin
Irving Freed
- grandfather of Jen Freed
Betty Wasserman
- mother of Selma Cohen Swaim
Grace Koutrouby
- mother-in-law of Dianne Slavin
Barry Kravchick
- cousin of Janice Groden
Syril Seiden
- mother of Peter Seiden
Beatrice Weinstein
- mother of Amy Kaplan
Frieda Bronstein
- mother of Bryce Bronstein
Jack Cutler
- father of Cantor Sherry
Daniel Ebert
- uncle of Carol Clopper
Henry Jackson
- father-in-law of Laura Jackson
Ann Millstone
- mother of Burt Klayman
Sarah Novick
- grandmother of Julie Nace
Andree Blaudeau
- aunt of Norman Copel
Joel Goldman
- father of Carol Slippen
Mollie Robinson
- aunt of Selma Cohen Swaim
Gloria Silverstein
- mother of Michael Silverstein
Richard Slippen
- brother of Michael Slippen
Irving Waldgeir
- father of Linda Winter
Louis Baker
- father of Barbara Kreindler
Morton Blum
- father of Lawrence Blum
March 15-21
Eleanor Baron
- mother of Marvin Baron
Alexander Berman
- father of Sheila Henoch
Albert Fried
- father of Mitchel Fried
Blanche Honickman
- mother of Steven Honickman
Russell Chernick
- brother of Cindy Halpern
Harry Prince
- father of Joan Feilbogen
Raymond Feifer
- uncle of Sherry Baran
Eva Widawsky
- mother of Michael Widawsky
Wallace Bywater
- father of Jean Feinstein
Joseph Clark Howard

- brother of Margaret Mills
Roberta Fremed
- mother of Gregg Fremed
Stanley Nathanson
- father of Steve Nathanson
Eli Sherman
- brother of Sandra Hechler
Robert Simowitz
- husband of Fran Simowitz
Alexander Coleman
- father of Surelle Heiberger
Bernard Heller
- father of Rita Anilionis
Ester Karten
- mother of Claudia Weisman
Gail Iris Klayminc
- sister of Sherry Eckstein
Shirley Lillian Street
- mother of Lori Street Ames
March 22-31
Pearl Gottlieb
- grandmother of David Susswein
Arthur Kopcienski
- friend of David and Pam Eysler
Berta Feilbogen
- mother of Peter Feilbogen
Adele Eysler
- aunt of David Eysler
Gregory Shaw
- brother of Gary Shaw
Jane Weisman
- grandmother of Michael Bertuch
Jesus Aznar
- great uncle of Tes Silverman
Harriet Fallon
- mother of Michael Fallon
Matthew Kammerling
- father of Richard Kammerling
Rae Phillips
- mother of Howard Phillips
Gherrie Rodriguez
- cousin of Tes Silverman
Sophie Cherner
- aunt of Alan Schatten
Frances Goldberg
- mother of Minna Seligson
Charles Schwalb
- father of Elyse Besso
- father of Barry Schwalb
Leo Seiler
- father of Robert Seiler
Samuel Susswein
- grandfather of David Susswein
Max Lipeles
- father of Robin Zucker
Beatrice Schwalb
- mother of Elyse Besso
- mother of Barry Schwalb
Jacob M. Henoch
- father of Gilbert Henoch
Wilbur Morton Shurr
- father of Francine Hyde
Douglas Gray
- father of Diane Kleet
Myrna Vertal
- aunt of Janice Groden
Nathan H. Freeman
- father of Alan Freeman
Frank Goldberg
- uncle of Ann Simon
Benjamin Pofcher
- uncle of Surelle Heiberger
Harry Warshaw
- father of Bonnie Braun
April 1-7
Martin Kaplan
- father of Randy Kaplan
Henry Werblin
- father of Carol Werblin
Rebecca Kurtzberg
- sister of Louis Kurtzberg
Jay Simon
- brother of Larry Simon
Sylvia Walfield
- mother of Alan Walfield
Louise Yeazell
- aunt of Louise Spangle
Arnold Naiman
- husband of Inez Wachtel
Carl Bagnall
- father of Marcia Schwalb
Jeanette Groden
- mother of David Groden
Yetta Gross
- mother of Carol Hittleman
Reba Levenberg
- mother of Andrew Levenberg
Stan Millstone
- stepfather of Burt Klayman

Florence Matthews
- mother of Roberta Monat
Rose Podgainy
- mother of Martin Podgainy
James Warde
- brother of Una Warde
Neil Barton
- father of David Barton
- husband of Gloria Barton
Emanuel Jarmon
- father of Steve Jarmon
Emil Josenhans
- father of Erich Josenhans
Neil Thomas
- cousin of Cecile Fallon
May Blog
- mother of Harold Blog
Max Kaufman
- father of Brian Kaufman
April 8-14
Sarah Cohn-Richman
- mother of Clare Cohn-Brown
Regina Rosenberg
- mother of Shawne Rosenblum
Tina Chernick
- mother of Cindy Halpern
Blanche Lipsius
- mother of Barbara Schenk
Bertha Molny
- mother of Marvin Molny
Ida Stockman
- mother of Linda Mont
Abraham Gildin
- father of Herbert Gildin
Jack Schatten
- father of Alan Schatten
Ruth Strod
- mother of Rosalie Goldstein
Doris Kaplan
- stepmother of Ely Kaplan (z:l)
Rosa Kupferberg
- grandmother of Joan Feilbogen
Jacob A. Blaustein
- father of Rhoma Phillips
Steven Davis
- brother of Eileen Baumann
Rose Eysler
- grandmother of David Eysler
Pearl Goldman
- mother of Mark Goldman
Abraham Korner
- uncle of Cindy Halpern
Rose Kreiswirth
- mother of Lisa Kreiswirth
Edward Rosen
- uncle of Miriam Rosen
Mary Blond
- grandmother of Irving Klein
April 15-22
Gloria Brotman
- mother of Andrea Marino
Arlene Brown
- mother of Dan Goldstein
Morrie Huebschman
- stepfather of Joan Blog
Howard Iserson
- father of Richard Iserson
Louis M. Licht
- father of Phoebe Krane
Sylvia Wolman
- mother of Melanie Herzfeld
Bess Belkin
- grandmother of Perry Wiseblatt
Irwin Margulis
- father of Joy Moss
Betty Edelstein
- mother of Andy Edelstein
Roy Rosenblum
- father of Tammy Hazenzahl
Gilbert Spritzer
- husband of Lois Spritzer
Seymour Feldman
- father of Denise Tieman
Paula Fields
- grandmother of Beth Sherman
Elsie Goldberg
- grandmother of Debbie Kaplan
Frank Jordan
- stepfather of Cindy Halpern
Morton Baine
- father of Sherri Goldman
Frank Gary
- father of Howard Gary
Peter Gray
- father of Ellen Gray
Oscar Bonner
- father of Sandra Crain
Libby Fleischer
- mother of Michael Fleischer

Milton Widerman
- father of Susan Blog
- father of Steve Widerman
April 23-30
Glenn Carver
- uncle of Danna Kaplan
Erich Guttenberg
- father of Mary Rosenvinge
Morris Mildener
- father of Barry Mildener
Robert Ehrman
- father of Jeffrey Ehrman
Myron Klein
- father of Irving Klein
- grandfather of Mary Klein
Louis Lilker
- father of Seymour Lilker (z:l)
Clarence Blog
- father of Harold Blog
Toby Faber
- mother of Stephen Faber
Betty Siegel
- mother of Carol Calev
Sylvia Gelbman
- mother of Phyllis Toran
Gertrude Ruskin
- mother of Joanne Fried
Irving Hauser
- grandfather of Elyssa Riccoboni
Ira Goldsmith
- grandfather of David Eysler
Rose Klein
- mother of Irving Klein
- grandmother of Mary Klein
Sylvia Lipeles
- mother of Robin Zucker
Henry Postel
- father of Howard Postel
Minnie Kanigel
- mother of Laura Jackson
Sadie Klein Lichtenstein
- grandmother of Sarah Lichtenstein
Howard Lipsius
- father of Barbara Schenk
George Stampfl
- father of Linda Schatten
Cantor Renee Coleson
- friend of Cantor Sherry
Margot Dombrower
- grandmother of Steve Dombrower
Ira Finkel
- brother of Wil Finkel (z:l)
Seymour Hirschfeld
- husband of Jeanne Hirschfeld
Ruthellen Holtz
- sister of Andrew Levenbaum
Marlowe Rose Simon
- granddaughter of Larry and Ann Simon
Mayer Walfield
- father of Alan Walfield

Condolences
To Sharon Freeman and family, on the
death of her mother, Belle Baris Kahn,

on November 25, 2015.
To Rosanne Stein and family, on the death

of her brother, Kevin Patrick Dunne,
on December 13, 2015.

To Paul Krawitz and family, on the death
of his mother, Gertrude Krawitz,

on December 14, 2015.
To Susan Goldman and family, on the

death of her cousin, Daniel Roth,
on December 16, 2015.

To Marjorie Levy and family, on the death
of her cousin, Michael Goldman,

on December 19, 2015.
To Peter Seiden and family, on the death

of his father, Dr. Stuart Seiden,
on January 23, 2016.

To Mary Rosen and family, on the death of
her mother, Peggy Guttenberg,

on February 2, 2016.
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