The Beth El Buzz
Fall 2018 Bulletin
L’shanah tovah
from The Buzz!
We wish you all a
sweet, happy and
healthy new year.

Getting on Board

Peter Chiacchiaro, President

During our Installation Service several weeks ago, I spoke about the dedication of the
many temple partners who give freely of their time to provide governance for our
congregation. With 400 families and a million dollar budget, it would be no small task for
any organization, let alone one that relies solely on volunteers. I also shared some quotes
from our board members about why they take on this responsibility, and what they hope
to achieve. One quote summed it up: “Getting everyone on board with supporting TBE.”
On July 17th, we held our first Board of Trustees meeting of the new fiscal year. As always,
we welcomed our new Board members, and gave our best wishes to members who were
taking on new roles. This year, however, we had a special agenda as well, one that I
believed would help us work towards that goal of “getting everyone on board.”
Most of you know our fellow congregant Rob Fishman as the talented musician who,
among other things, directs the pit when we put on a show. What you may not know is
that Rob is also a skilled sales coach and management consultant. To help us get the year
off on the right foot, Rob led us in an exercise called “Team Storm.” We focused on a
“problem statement” that was formulated by the Executive Committee the week before:
“How to help partners connect with the temple community.” With Rob facilitating the
discussion, the group spent almost an hour generating ideas about different ways of
achieving that goal. Everyone offered suggestions, filling up flip chart pages that were
hanging on the wall. Each member then took a marker and checked off their five favorite
suggestions. When the votes were tallied, we had a prioritized list of projects to work on
for the remainder of the year.

Something to Ponder
“Forgiveness is the
only way to live with
the past without being
held prisoner by the
past.”
- Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

In the months ahead, we will be
reporting back to you on what
we are doing to operationalize
those suggestions. We ask that
you, in turn, give us your
feedback about what we’re
doing, as well as any
suggestions that you have
about ways in which we can
“get everyone on board.”

High Holy Days 2018 / 5779
Schedule of Services, Festivals and Activities

Saturday, September 1st

S’lichot Celebration

8:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 9th

Erev Rosh Hashanah

8:00 p.m.

Monday, September 10th

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service (1)
Children’s Activities & Babysitting
Family Service (2)
Young Children’s Rosh Hashanah (2)
Tashlich (at Gold Star Battalion Beach)

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 18th

Kol Nidre

8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 19th

Yom Kippur Morning Service (1)
10:00 a.m.
Children’s Activities & Babysitting
10:00 a.m.
(immediately following morning services)
Discussion Group
Family Service (2)
1:00 p.m.
(2)
Young Children’s Yom Kippur
2:00 p.m.
(2)
Musical Interlude
3:00 p.m.
(2)
Afternoon, Yizkor and Concluding Service
4:00 p.m.
Break Fast (2)
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 23rd

Erev Sukkot Dinner in the Sukkah

6:00 p.m.

Sunday, September 30th

Erev Simchat Torah Festival & Yizkor

7:00 p.m.

Monday, October 1st

Community-Wide Simchat Torah Celebration

7:00 p.m.

(1) Babysitting

is available (18 months to 5 years of age). Registration in advance is required.
Walk-ins cannot be accommodated.

(2)

Open to the community.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES. These programs are designed for children ages 6 through 12 who may not be ready to sit through a morning service.
Led by teachers from our Religious School, these creative and enjoyable activities reinforce the themes of the High Holy Days. Adults can
attend morning services with the comfort of knowing their children are safely and meaningfully participating in the High Holy Day experience
in a supervised setting. There is no fee for the children’s activities.
FAMILY SERVICES. Families with children between the ages of 8 through 12 may wish to attend the Family Services at 1:00 p.m. Led by Diane
Berg, Cantor Alison, and our Junior Choir, these services provide families an opportunity to worship together during the High Holy Days. Open
to the community.
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN. Bring your younger children (pre-K through 2nd grade) to this spirited afternoon experience on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur at 2:00 p.m., led by our own Rabbi Jeff. Please invite your Jewish friends with young children to attend. Open to the community.

All services, festivals and activities are at Temple Beth El this year.
Call the temple office at (631) 421-5835 with any questions.
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Making Your Way Back

- Rabbi

Jeff Clopper

It must be hard being a judge on American Idol. Deciding who goes on and whose journey to stardom ends in an abrupt,
heartbreaking fashion cannot be easy. For some acts, a no-vote must seem rather obvious, while for the special few,
they destined for greatness. Yet, it is those in-between acts – those with uncertain potential – for which it must be
difficult to choose.
As we enter into the High Holy Days season, the topic of judging is on my mind. After all, our liturgy reminds us that
God will be judging our worthiness and hopefully granting us yet another year. Thinking about it raises some
uncomfortable questions: What if someone has been trying hard all year, but slipped up recently? Will that mean
disqualification from the Book of Life? And what if God is in a particularly bad mood this time around? Could it mean
this time might bring an extra “no-vote” or two?
In reality, I don’t worry too much, mostly because my own theology shies away from the idea of God sitting on a chair
in some heavenly office making these decisions. But just in case, we all can rest assured because the steps to insuring
a “thumbs-up” to move on to the next round from God are clearly established.
The great Jewish scholar and physician Moses ben Maimonides (a.k.a. Rambam) about a thousand years ago elaborated
on the steps to take for teshuvah. Often mistranslated as repentance, teshuvah is Hebrew for “return to the straight
path”. Once we have deviated from that path God has laid out for us, we need to make our way back. To do that,
Rambam says it’s just three easy steps:
1. Own up to your mistakes
2. Express regret at the bad choices you have made
3. Determine a plan to make sure you don’t make those mistakes again.
By following this simple, clear step-by-step procedure, we are supposedly guaranteed a trip to the next round! Of
course, there are few guarantees in life. However, knowing this simple formula makes the work we must do at the high
holy days much easier to master.
So warm up your voices and brush up on your footwork. Know that what we will do as individuals and as a community
at the high holy days will not only help us improve ourselves, but will also make for a better world. And that’s the way
that we all can say we are winners this time.
May your teshuvah be genuine and meaningful, and may the new year ahead be filled with sweetness, with triumph
and with much success.

Classic Reform Shabbat
Do you miss singing "All The World?" Come to a Classic Reform Shabbat on
Friday, August 31st at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Enjoy some beautiful music
from composers of the past such as Helfman, Binder, Freed, and Chajes.
Contact Cantor Alison with any questions at
cantoralison@tbeli.org or (631) 421-5835, Ext. 204.
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The Start of a Great School Year

- Diane E. Berg, RJE

We have so many new and exciting additions to our already remarkable curriculum. Our students will be so thrilled to
hear that:
•

•
•

We will have at least one young Israeli on staff to bring the language, food, music, geography, culture, and history
to our students and families on Sunday mornings. Each grade will have a family experience to bring Israel right to
them. If a family would like to host an Israeli for 4 months let me know and I will provide details. It would be a
wonderful opportunity!
Our primary grades will have several events with our librarian, Sandy Crain. She will be taking an element from
each grade’s curriculum and then introduce a story or book that will help the students further explore the topic.
Students will enjoy a creative project with her as well.
Cantor Alison will be teaching our students wonderful new songs and melodies during the school year. These will
help to teach contemporary songs and enrich prayers.

We welcome three new teachers to our Faculty Family. Each of these Master Teachers joins us after decades of successful
teaching at other Synagogues. We are very fortunate to bring them here:
•
•

Hilary Kalb, who has been teaching in our Hebrew High for many years, will be our new third grade teacher. Wendy
Isaac has moved to level one Hebrew.
Jamie Moses and Brenda Reiss will be part of our Hebrew Team in levels two and three.

One change we sadly had to make is to abandon our bagel sale on Sunday mornings. We could not find a parent volunteer
to come early to sell them. Please make sure your children have breakfast before coming to school on Sunday mornings.
This is going to be a fabulous year. I am so excited and I hope your children are too. We look forward to providing them,
once again, with an absolutely amazing educational experience!

The Shabbat Travel Club presents

Fun in Philly!
October 6 & 7, 2018
Join with your temple friends and be part of our first weekend away!
Events will include Havdalah with Rabbi Clopper, dinner at one of America’s oldest taverns,
a personal tour of the National Museum of American Jewish History and a walking tour of
Colonial Philadelphia with Jewish Historian Rabbi Sussman.
Per person cost includes: round-trip bus transportation, overnight stay at Hotel Monaco
with breakfast, Saturday night dinner, museum and sightseeing fees.
Call Lisa at (631) 421-5835, Ext. 200 to register.
Space is limited, don’t miss out!
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Beiteinu: What Is It and What Does It Mean For You?

- Burt and Sandy Masnick

We are Beiteinu (Hebrew for Our House). We were temple members, concerned that TBE was shrinking and wanting it
to thrive. Sandy Masnick’s cousin belonged to Temple Beth Elohim in Wellesley Hills, Massachusetts. They had 400
families in 1999 and were shrinking. Today, it’s over 1,150 families and growing. Sandy’s cousin led a group dedicated to
making the synagogue more vital to supporting their members’ Jewish identity and more responsive to their members.
There was no single magic thing that made their synagogue more successful. It was one hundred things. They did it by
really listening to their members, and then suggesting ways to make their synagogue better.
We formed Beiteinu hoping to replicate that reversal of direction. We meet, we discuss, and when we have an idea we
feel might improve something, we suggest it to temple governance, be it the temple board, the temple committees,
arms, leadership, or staff. So what is Beiteinu?
•
•
•
•

A group of concerned partners seeking to better Temple Beth El.
A listening post to gather your thoughts, your needs, your views.
A conversation about what we love here (and how it could be improved).
Eyes and ears to capture things that don’t live up to TBE’s ideals.

What have we done so far? We felt the Friday night Order of Service was a stale and unfriendly format for too long. With
extensive consultation with the Rabbi, we submitted a proposed update that was adopted. We felt there should be an
explanation of the structure of the Shabbat services available in the pews. We created a sample, discussed it extensively
with Rabbi, Cantor, temple Educator, and temple leadership, and then submitted a revised version to the Ritual
Committee. Those yellow laminated sheets are now available in the pews. We felt name tags at our services would
facilitate more conversation among those who attend and we brought this idea to the membership committee who
made it happen. We have more ideas brewing.
What does this mean for you? If you want to
become a member of Beiteinu, please let us
know. It won’t cost anything but the time to
tell your thoughts. We don’t meet often,
have excellent nosh available and our
meetings last 90 minutes. No time, but still
have thoughts on how to make TBE better?
Share them with us and become a Consulting
Beiteinu member. We know you have terrific
ideas. Temple Beth El is your Jewish home.
Together we can make it even better.

From the Archives

October 1970

If you want to join us, if you have an idea, if
you just want to keep tabs on Beiteinu,
please contact Sandy Masnick at
sandymasnick@aol.com or (631) 271-3943.
We hope to meet you soon.
From the Archives

Sometime in the 80’s
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Social Action and You
The Social Action Committee and its generous volunteers have been busy serving
the community in many ways. Most recently, TBE hosted about 150 guests at our
summer barbecue, complete with a beautiful boutique coordinated by Lucy Raskin,
and a raffle drawing - fun for all! Thank you to all of our volunteer servers, drivers,
and cooks, and a big special thank you to Peter and Jenny Shore who spearhead
this effort each year.
Coming up in September, we will hold our annual High Holy Days food drive for
those in need. This year, it will be led by Emily Viesta for her Bat Mitzvah
community project. As usual, we will hand out bags for non-perishable food goods
on Rosh Hashanah, and collect them on Yom Kippur.
Now is a good time to remind everyone that these and other efforts to help
community members in need throughout the year are only possible because of you
and caring volunteers like you. The Social Action Committee has a dedicated core
group who are very open, welcoming, and in great need of new helpers and
leaders. Please join us!
To make it easy to sign up, we will kick off the Jewish New Year with a Social Action
Committee Fair on the first day of Religious School on Sunday, September 23rd at
9:00 a.m. What better way for you and your family to get involved in tikkun olam
and mitzvot? Long-time members and newcomers alike should stop by our tables
to learn more about each project: H.I.H.I., Thanksgiving Dinner, the Purim Baby
Boutique, and all of our volunteer opportunities. Sue Seiler will have a B'nei
Mitzvah table set up for community service projects for students and youth.
You may also be aware that in May, the temple Board approved a motion for TBE
to become a short-term respite or “sanctuary congregation” for immigrants who
fear imminent deportation. Citing our Jewish values and teachings to “welcome
the strangers” among us, temple leaders supported this concept as our moral
responsibility. A task force researched the feasibility for more than a year, and we
held two town hall meetings before board approval. TBE is working with the
Huntington Rapid Response Network, Jobs with Justice, other local congregations,
and social service agencies in the community that might refer someone to us. Our
guest(s) would stay in the Youth Lounge for up to 3 days while seeking legal help
and making decisions with family members from a safe space. Thank you to
everyone who helped make this important resource available to the community,
and to our team of volunteers who will make it a reality. If you’d like to help, please
let us know.

- Paula Klein

Ner Tamid
Please join those who have
made a provision for Temple
Beth El in planning their
estate. Your gift helps to
assure
the
long-term
viability of the temple. If you
have already included the
temple in your estate plan
and would like to be
recognized, or would like
more information, please
call the temple office at
(631) 421-5835, Ext. 200
and ask Lisa Bennett to have
someone contact you.

You can contribute by:
 Making a bequest to the
temple in your will

Fortunately, we have outside donors who support our efforts, too. We are happy
to announce that Project H.O.P.E., which serves dinner to between 125 and 140
guests each month, was awarded a $5,000 grant by Dentists for a Better
Huntington so that we can continue to have these dinners.

 Making a gift of stocks

How will you make a difference in our community and our world this year? The
Social Action Committee is a great place to start! Welcome!

 Making a gift using real estate

and/or securities
 Making a life-income
charitable gift annuity
 Other
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Tributes
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Mitch and Jen Herman
Caring Community Fund
Joe and Judy Madenberg
Martha Rice
Carole Volkman Kitchen Fund
Alan and Carol Berliner
General Fund
Mark and Heidi Aronson
Len and Ann Axinn
Alan and Carol Berliner
Lawrence and Suzanne Blum
Andrew and Carol Calev
Harriet and Norman Copel
Robert and Sandy Crain
Sheldon and Adrianne Dietz
Andy Edelstein and Beth Sherman
Peter and Joan Feilbogen
Brian and Jean Feinstein
Molla Gary
Richard and Linda Greenwald
Michael and Surelle Heiberger
Kevin Held
Helene Holtz
Georgia Horesh
Elaine Kaplan
Burt and Laura Klayman
Warren and Diane Kleet
Alan and Brycie Kristel
Barry Mildener and Richard Pitch
David and Annette Perry
Howard and Rhoma Phillips
Albert and Marcia Schmier
Peter and Jennifer Shore
Helene Tiger
Una Warde and Robin Grass
Ian and Jennifer Weitz

June-August 2018
Major Gift Initiative Fund
Howard and Sherry Eckstein
Stuart and Beth Kay
Barry and Marcia Schwalb
Aaron and Sasha Stein
Marj Blauman Sanctuary Fund
Sara Pokross
Milton Gershon Youth Scholarship & Camp Fund

Janet Gershon
Andy and Tanya Karpf

Music and Cultural Arts Fund
Fred and Ann Axelrod
Linda Braun and Ilene Davis
Peter and Joan Feilbogen
Herb and Barbara Kreindler
Edward Seidner
Partnership Engagement Fund
Donna Bartolomeo
Bob and Eileen Baumann
Diane Berg
Cora Brettler and Jeffrey Rubin
Robert and Sandra Crain
Randee Epstein
Michelle Fiore
Lisa and Rob Fishman
Miriam Gillon
David and Janice Groden
Michael and Surelle Heiberger
Dick and Beverly Iserson
Steve and Debbie Jarmon
Stuart and Debbie Kaplan
Richard and Rosalie Kammerling
Stephen and Marjorie Levy
Burt and Sandy Masnick
Gregory Naclerio
Sara Pokross

Partnership Engagement Fund (cont’d)
Rona Revien
Charles and Debra Rich
Mary Rosen
Barbara Schenk
Barry and Marcia Schwalb
Leon Silverberg
Nancy Tejo
Peter and Beverly Wayne
Steven and Linda Widerman
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Doug and Beth Gilman
Jane Goldblatt
Mitch and Jen Herman
Edward and Helen Landesman
Nanci Weber and Bernie Schaeffer
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Jane Goldblatt
Rhea Liebman Memorial Library Fund
The Tuesday Morning Book Club
Social Action Fund
Myra Feeney
Lean Gillon
Steve and Debbie Jarmon
Stephen and Marjorie Levy
Mary Rosen
Una Warde and Robin Grass

Condolences
 To the Fried family, on the death of our congregant, Joanne Fried, on July 21st, 2018.
 To Julie Barton and family, on the death of her mother, Donna Whitmore, on July 26th, 2018.
 To Michael Dannenberg and family, on the death of his father, Marvin Dannenberg, on August 6th, 2018.
 To Amy Podhurst and family, on the death of her nephew, David Frank, on August 15th, 2018.
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Cantor and Cider
in the Sukkah
Tuesday, September 25th, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Come get to know Cantor Alison better and
enjoy some tasty hard and soft ciders in our
beautiful Sukkah. Shake the lulav and enjoy
the beginning of fall! R.S.V.P. to Lisa in the
office at templeoffice@tbeli.org or call
(631) 421-5835, Ext. 200.

Thursday, September 27th at 7:00 p.m.
Winner of over 35 international film awards, "The Band's Visit" is
a delightful cross-cultural comedy that realizes the universal
bonds of love, music and life. Free and open to all. Light
refreshments will be served. R.S.V.P. to templeoffice@tbeli.org.
Sponsored by the Adult Education Committee.
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Shalom Friends
Rosh Hashanah Celebration

Host Families Needed

Saturday, September 15th from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Temple Beth El is excited to partner with the Sid
Jacobson JCC in connection with the Shinshinim
Program for 2018-19. Shinshinim are young
Israeli emissaries who postpone their IDF army
service and volunteer to work in American Jewish
Communities across North America for one year
in order to promote Israel awareness and
engagement on a personal level. The shinshinim
are hosted by families in the community for 3-4
months at a time and the basic requirements of a
host family is to provide a spare bedroom and to
provide food. This is a unique and wonderful
experience to introduce Israel to your family or
deepen your connection to Israel in a very
personal way. Please contact Lori Kantorowitz,
Operations Coordinator at the Sid Jacobson JCC,
for more info at (516) 484-1545, Ext. 230.

Free program open to children ages 2 to Kindergarten and
their parents/grandparents. Siblings are welcome. Join us
for singing, dancing, stories, snacks and crafts. R.S.V.P.
required by September 10th to Robin Faiguenbaum at
shalomfriendsgmail.com. Please feel free to email with
any questions, or if you’d like to be placed on our mailing
list for future events. Hope to see you there!

Volunteers wanted
We are looking for volunteers to host some Adult
Education
events
throughout
the
year.
Responsibilities include: making sure technology (if
needed) is set up properly, setting up refreshments,
introducing the speaker and staying until the end of
the event to thank speaker and supervise clean up.
We only need commitments for 1 or 2 programs for
the year. If you are interested in helping out, email
Ellen at ellengray560@optimum.net.

Symbols, Superstitions and the Evil Eye:
When Is Spitting Three Times Enough?
Sunday, October 21st at 10:00 a.m. in the Great Room






Is there a secret code on the mezzuzah claf?
What will hanging a hamsa in your home do for you?
Do Jews believe in angels or demons?
Is there a hidden meaning in names?
Did your grandmother have a ritual or idiosyncrasy that can’t be explained?
Find out about the superstitions and bubbemeises that have carried across the centuries.
Bring your stories, be prepared to be amused and laugh, and remember to wear a red ribbon!
R.S.V.P. to facilitator Diane Berg, RJE at educator@tbeli.org.

Kibbitz with the Cantor

Help us by Going Green

Have questions or comments or just want to chat?
Come visit Cantor Alison on Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and also
on Friday afternoons from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. No
appointment needed, just stop in and say hello!

Please help us protect our environment, save some
trees and reduce your carbon footprint by "Going
Green." Send an email to Lisa at templeoffice@tbeli.org
and tell us that you would like to receive your copy of
“The Buzz” via email or call (631) 421-5835, Ext. 200.
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TASTE THE FRUIT
OF THE VINE,
ANYTIME!
99 EAST MAIN ST, HUNTINGTON 631.423.WINE
BOTTLESANDCASES.COM

Cora Brettler

Licensed Associate Broker
Proudly Serving the Real Estate Needs
of Temple Beth El Members
for over a Decade

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
Want to place an ad in
“The Beth El Buzz”?
Email us at
thebuzz@tbeli.org for
more information.

SIGNATURE PREMIER PROPERTIES

Office: 631-692-4800
Mobile: 631-793-1283
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