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Oh, What a Year It’s Been!

Cantor Alison Levine

Wow, what a year! Brian and I welcomed a baby girl, Chloe Emma, on August 21, 2017. She is now standing, babbling,
and adores music. I did some recruiting for the Junior Choir and our group grew from 8 to 13 children. They are learning
new songs, matching pitches with the piano, playing games, eating pizza, and singing at our Family Shabbat on the first
Friday of the month.
Our Adult Choir remains strong with 20 members, and that includes 4 teens. I always welcome new members. You don't
need any experience, just a love of singing Jewish music. We are going to be meeting for High Holy Day rehearsals on
Tuesday and Thursday nights from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. starting on August 7th! The choirs will also be singing at the Long
Island Ducks game Jewish Heritage Night on Sunday, August 5th at 5:00 p.m.
During the past year, I did outreach in the community, singing at the Interfaith Huntington Thanksgiving Service and
singing the National Anthem at the Long Island Nets Jewish Heritage Night basketball game at the coliseum. I tutored 36
students as they prepared to become B'nei Mitzvah. I helped them prepare to lead a service and strengthen their
Hebrew, and also helped them grow in knowledge, skills, confidence, and Jewish identity. I continue to enjoy getting to
know families through this process and to see it all come together at their B'nei Mitzvah service. I work very hard to
meet each child at his or her level and make sure that it is a positive and meaningful journey. I find it special that I am
now working with the siblings of previous students and my former Junior Choir members. It is also very meaningful for
me to be involved in other Jewish life cycle events. I have had the opportunity to be there for our families through
moments of extreme joy and sadness.
Since January, I have been teaching Part 2 of my Adult Hebrew course. The class has 6 adults who have done a wonderful
job as we delve into Hebrew vocabulary, roots and grammar to help make the prayer book readable in the Hebrew. The
class will finish in June and restart next year with an Adult B'nei Mitzvah class. Additionally, I also taught two Continuing
Education courses, one on Jewish Weddings and another on the History of Reform Jewish music.

In This Issue…
Wrapping up the year and
moving forward to our future.

“Tradition must be a springboard into the future, not an
arm-chair for repose.”
- David Ben-Gurion

And last but not least, I have been enjoying leading creative worship services here at
Temple Beth El. I continue to bring in new melodies while respecting old favorites as
well. Most recently, I introduced a Ki l'olam Chasdo from the Israeli progressive
minyanim, Nava Tehila. Rabbi and I also introduced a new service called Shirei
Shabbat this winter and on Friday, August 31st, I will be leading a Classic Reform
Service filled with great pieces of the past.
In conclusion, I want to say how lucky I am to have found such a wonderful community
here at Temple Beth El! It is filled with warm congregants, great leadership, a fantastic
clergy partner and excellent education director, and a caring and capable staff and I
look forward to another fantastic year!

Thank You for Being our Partner
As we enter our second year of Sustaining Partnership and Gift Membership, I
wanted to take the opportunity to truly thank each and every one of you for your
kindness, generosity, and commitment to Temple Beth El. The first year of
Sustaining Partnership saw our community come together and grow. We had 58
new Gift Members in 2017, of which of 39 became temple partners. This year we
have 75 Gift Members and I am hoping many will consider supporting our
community with a Sustaining Partnership pledge.
Throughout this past year we had many fun events, and as usual Shabbat In The Lot
kicked off the year. We also hosted an extremely well attended Gift Member Dinner
and Sisterhood provided gift bags for each new Gift Member. Then came the High
Holy Days, and our Social Action Committee helped collect food and canned goods
for shelters in need. We also participated in the Huntington Fall Festival. This fall,
we are also going to participate in Greenlawn’s Community Day as well as the
Huntington Fall Festival. In December, we held our annual Chanukah Bash. Even
though we had a snowstorm that evening, the candles burned bright on the bimah
and together with Social Action, we collected gifts for the organization Birthday
Wishes. As a community, we continue to participate in H.I.H.I., Project H.O.P.E. and
Hospice House of Northport. In May, the Partnership Committee hosted a fun
evening of exotic chocolate, wine tasting and mind-boggling trivia. Many of these
events and initiatives were made possible with your support. The Board of Trustees
voted to establish a new restricted fund called the Partnership Engagement Fund.
Donations to the fund will be used to foster partner involvement.

Lisa Tricomi, VP of Partnership

Ner Tamid
Please join those who have
made a provision for Temple
Beth El in planning their
estate. Your gift helps to
assure the long-term viability
of the temple. If you have
already included the temple in
your estate plan and would
like to be recognized, or
would like more information,
please call the temple office at
(631) 421-5835, Ext. 200 and
ask Lisa Bennett to have
someone contact you.

The Partnership Committee is excited to announce a new initiative with the Caring
Community Committee, which will allow to us identify and help our own
congregants in need. We recognize that we need to do more to support individuals
emotionally, or TBE families in difficult times. We will be working closely with Caring
Committee over the summer to put systems for support in place. If we can help you,
please reach out to me so that my committee can help.
The letters for 2018 Sustaining Partnership went out at the beginning of June.
Please consider pledging at your highest level. While our community has grown
tremendously, we still continue to struggle to balance our temple budget. The
Partnership Committee is hard at work for plans in 2018-2019. Advertising for Gift
Membership will be in full swing at the end of this month. With that being said, our
temple partners are our best ambassadors. If you know of someone who is
interested in becoming a Gift Member, you can always reach out to me. I have
created a new email for any type of partnership inquiry. Feel free to email
tbepartners@tbeli.org with any questions or feedback. Remember, we are all
partners on this journey and it is our responsibility to support, care for, and help
sustain one another as a community of Jews. I am thankful that you are a partner
at Temple Beth El.

You can contribute by:
 Making a bequest to the
temple in your will
 Making a gift of stocks
and/or securities
 Making a life-income
charitable gift annuity
 Making a gift using real estate
 Other
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New Additions to Temple Beth El

Howard Schneider, VP of Operations

When you come to Summer Shabbat, you will notice something different. We have a beautiful new portable ark. Likewise,
if you have recently attended services in the Sanctuary, you will have also noticed something different there as well - we
have a new tallit cabinet and yarmulke stand!
How did all this come about? In April, Rabbi Clopper received an email from Presentations Gallery in Mount Vernon that
said they were having a sale on synagogue furnishings. With the blessing of the Ritual Committee, Rabbi Clopper and I
took two road trips up to Mount Vernon. We were expecting a warehouse – instead, we found a workshop where every
piece was lovingly made by hand. We also found out that our tastes in furniture are different; Rabbi Clopper tends to be
more traditional while I tend to be more contemporary. After looking at and rejecting multiple pieces, we finally found it
- our ark - the one that we both fell in love with. The end result of these trips is that we acquired three beautiful new
pieces to enhance our ritual spaces. Prior to the sale, the cost of obtaining our portable ark, tallit cabinet and yarmulke
stand would have been $17,660. The sale price brought it down to $5,200, a considerable savings.
Thanks to the generosity of the Men’s Club, Sisterhood, the Chai Club, and two anonymous donors, we have so far secured
contributions totaling $3,000. Where will the remaining money come from, you ask? Good question. This is the part
where I ask you, our temple partners, to step in. While Temple Beth El does have two restricted funds - the Ritual
Beautification Fund, and the newly re-dedicated Marj Blauman Sanctuary Fund - that can be used for this purpose, my goal
is not to use any existing resources from the Restricted Funds at all. My hope is that we will not only receive enough
generous donations from you to completely sponsor these three items, but that your generosity will also allow us to add
to the Marj Blauman Sanctuary Fund, so that it can be used to make major improvements to our Sanctuary in the near
future. Please consider making a donation to help sponsor enhancing our ritual spaces. No donation is too small. Thank
you for your continued generosity and support of our temple community.
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Sisterhood: Learn, Grow and Be Together
Jennifer Freed and Louise Spangle, Sisterhood Co-Presidents
As we finish another year, we reflect on the past, experience the present and look forward to the future. Sisterhood is
a great place to meet new people, strengthen friendships and share experiences with other women who are looking for
a place to connect and feel like a part of our local Jewish community. Let Sisterhood be a part of your life. Sisterhood
is engaging and we strive to bring women’s interests, passions, and concerns to the forefront and support the temple in
a variety of ways.
Sisterhood sponsored a wide variety of activities this year: Membership Brunch in November, Sisterhood Shabbat Dinner
and Service in May, two Blood Drives, morning and evening book groups, luncheons with programs, Judaica sales, our
monthly Knitzvah, mah jongg on Thursday evenings, as well as a hike, a cooking class and a jewelry class. In June, we had
High Tea at the Bayard Cutting Arboretum. Our Sisters grew vegetables in our community garden plots for local food
pantries. We sent Uniongrams to temple families for condolences and other life cycle events.
This year, Sisterhood held two big
fundraisers: Rosh Hashanah greetings and
Shalach Manot for Purim. A big thank you
to our volunteers and to congregants who
ordered holiday greetings. Our fall and
spring rummage sales were a great
outreach to our community. Money was
given in pledged financial support divided
between Religious School and Temple
Special Assistance. We were happy to
purchase fifteen new rectangular tables so
that our temple can hold multiple
simultaneous activities. We helped support
this year’s temple fundraiser, “Annie” and
we also helped with the purchase of a new
security system, a new Portable Ark and
supported our clergy breakfasts.

From the Archives…

Sisterhood Board, 1959

If you are not yet a member of Sisterhood,
please consider joining us. Let Sisterhood
be a place to make new friends, learn,
grow, and be together. We always welcome
new programming ideas. Please feel free to
share your thoughts or ideas with us
at sisterhood@tbeli.org. We look forward
to a fun and meaningful year.
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From the Archives…

May 1989
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A Look to The Future

Linda Braun, VP of Education

Nelson Mandela said, “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.”
The education department of Temple Beth El has been working hard this year to facilitate the idea of changing the
world for both the young and the old.
This past year in Religious School, in addition to our regular Hebrew and Judaic curricula, we had many extra programs,
promoting Jewish values, such as feeding the community (Challah for Hunger) and kind treatment of animals
(Chanukah Pet Extravaganza). As we look forward to the next school year, we will continue to bring strong Jewish
values to our children. We are working to restructure our Hebrew program to make it more in keeping with
preparations for our B’nei Mitzvah and we are hoping to incorporate more community service and connection with
Community Hebrew High in the 7th grade. In addition, we are very excited to announce that we, in collaboration with
Huntington Jewish Center, have employed the services of an Israeli Shinshinim - young adults who will help to create
an informal connection between our students and Israel. This is a valuable program that has taken hold in many
synagogues across the country, and allows for firsthand accounts of the culture and issues surrounding Israel.
We would also like to announce that with the introduction of Online Registration and the “Early Bird Discount,” as of
this writing, we already have half of our students enrolled for the next school year.
Not only have we looked to inspire our young people, but our adults as well. Thanks to the efforts of Diane Berg and
Ellen Gray, our Adult Education programs have grown exponentially in the past year. In the coming year, look for
discussions on topics as varied as Social Justice, Politics and Jewish Mysticism.
In short, education is thriving at Temple Beth El as we continue to strive to “change the world,” one step at a time.

Charlie Mayer Award for Meritorious Service

Condolences…
To Pam Eysler, on the death of her father,
Gerald Furst, on May 2, 2018.
To Sara Pokross, on the death of her sister,
Naomi Specht, on May 30, 2018.
To Kenny Ng, on the death of his mother,
Yun Hing Ng, on June 3, 2018.
To Doug Gilman, on the death of his mother,
Maxine Gilman, on June 3, 2018.

Howard Schneider, Marcia Schwalb and Stephen Levy

To Diane Berg, on the death of her cousin,
Norman Smith, on June 14, 2018.
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Who Ya Gonna Call?

Ian Weitz, Men’s Club Brotherhood President

The answer is the Temple Beth El Men’s Club Brotherhood. The question is “Who ya gonna call?” Well, the answer
certainly ain’t the Ghostbusters. Around Temple Beth El, the answer is often the Men’s Club Brotherhood and we
are here to help out around the temple; our motto is “Service.”
When tables need to be moved, the guys from the Men’s Club help the custodial staff and show up. Just point and
we will move it. And there isn’t any charge. Cooks needed for a picnic? The guys from the Men’s Club show up…
and cook. And we serve the food hot. And remember; our motto is “Service.”
The Men’s Club Brotherhood is there to usher on the High Holy Days, to build the Sukkah for Sukkot (with assistance)
and to take it down again; to assist with the Purim Carnival; to run a GaGa tournament for the kids; to provide
refreshments for temple activities and more. Yep…”Service” is the motto.
We also help out financially with an ad to support a temple activity or an assist with a purchase for the get-together
once a month or so to stay in touch and to talk things over – over coffee with bagels and lox and rugelach. There’s
the annual summer get-together, and the summer Shabbat service. There are meetings with speakers and trips as
well. We’re looking to re-start the wine tasting dinner and the paid-up members dinner.
Interested in helping out around the
temple and/or meeting with other
temple members or just want a bagel,
with or without? Stop by for a meeting
and meet the brothers. Everyone is
welcome.

From the Archives…

Brotherhood Board, 1959

The Men’s Club Brotherhood also
recognizes service to the temple with the
Charlie Mayer Award for Meritorious
Service. The recipients for this year are
Marcia Schwalb, Stephen Levy and
Howard Schneider. We celebrated them
on Friday, June 15th with a wine and
cheese
reception
before
the
presentation at the Friday night service.
We hope you were there to celebrate
with us.
For more information or with any
questions about the Men’s Club
Brotherhood, contact Ian Weitz at
ixw02@optonline.net or Mike Widawsky
at michaelwidawsky@yahoo.com.
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Soar Like an Eagle

Debi Fallenberg, Chai Club Co-President

A pair of bald eagles constructed their nest in Centerport, treating us to their majesty. Observing these birds soar inspired
me to draw some parallels between aviary behavior and congregational life.
About the birds… bald eagles mate for life. (Sound smart at a party - they are not bald at all but rather ‘piebald’, an Old
English word meaning white, referring to the birds’ white head and tail feathers). The same pair of eagles will likely use
the same nest, which can become as large as eight feet wide, for several years as it represents a substantial investment
of time and effort. They usually choose a very tall tree for good visibility. Additionally, their eyesight is four times sharper
than a human’s and they can see ahead and to the side simultaneously. Feeding primarily on fish, they typically live near
wetlands (hence Long Island Sound). To further insure their survival, they will not carry anything into the air greater than
about four pounds. It is reputed that when young eaglets are learning to fly, the mother flies underneath them with her
wings spread to catch them. While they were removed from the ‘endangered species’ list in 2007, bald eagles and their
feathers now are categorized ‘protected’.
These regal birds are truly thought provoking. They are faithful to family and household. Cautiously, they provide for
themselves and their young so as to insure their continuity. Their vision, in every sense, is far reaching. Literary quotes
include ‘Like a bird that strays from its nest is a man who strays from his home’ (Proverbs). ‘God is a bird who carries the
Israelites on her wings – a bird under whose feathers we will find refuge’. Partnership at Temple Beth El gives us the
opportunity to soar and explore but also affords us the comfort of belonging.

From the Archives…

Chai Club Board, 1988-89
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invites you to experience our temple community through our

Gift Membership Program
2018-2019
Temple Beth El is a loving, welcoming, caring and vibrant Reform Jewish community guided by Torah
and our heritage. Our doors are always open - not only to our members, but to all people interested
in Judaism, including traditional and non-traditional families, interfaith families, members of the LGBT
community, multi-cultural families, and persons with disabilities.
The Gift Membership program is a unique opportunity to experience Jewish life at Temple Beth El of
Huntington FREE for one year. Gift Membership is open to all who are new to our congregation, and
who want to learn about and be part of a Jewish community.

The Gift Membership Program
in Two Easy Steps
1. Pair with a Mentor or Mentor Family
2. Attend at least three events throughout the year
from September 2018 to June 2019.

Program Benefits
•
•
•

FREE first year membership at Temple Beth El of Huntington with all member privileges
including access to the clergy for life-cycle events and counseling. B’nei Mitzvah exclusions may
apply.
Eligibility to enroll your children in Religious School; regular Religious School tuition applies.
The opportunity to get to know Temple Beth El of Huntington and learn if the congregation
is where you want to belong.

For more information or questions, please contact:
Lisa Tricomi, Vice President, Partnership
tbepartners@tbeli.org or 631-495-8713
Diane Berg, RJE, Temple Educator
educator@tbeli.org or 631-421-5835, Ext. 207

Visit our website: www.tbeli.org
Follow us on Twitter: @TempleBethElLI
"Like" us on Facebook!
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Tributes

Thank you to all who have supported our temple this year.

Adult Education Fund
Bonnie Gettinger
Ellen Gray
Mary Rosen
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Alma & Daniel Kommit Choir Fund
Elaine & Barry Eig
Robin Grass & Una Warde
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Cecelia Stuchin
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund (May-June 2018)
Jennifer Levin
Capital Improvement Fund
Patricia Kresner
Stephen & Marjorie Levy
Linda & Alan Schatten
Arnie & Eileen Shindler
Michael & Lynette Simmons
Caring Community Fund
Ed Brozinsky & Jan Singer
Norman & Harriet Copel
Joan & Peter Feilbogen
Marion Fisher
Mark & Susan Goldman
Tammy Hasenzahl
Surelle & Mike Heiberger
Joe and Judy Madenberg
Howard Schneider & Miriam Rosen
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Carol & Steve Villano
Carole Volkman Kitchen Fund
Howard & Sherry Eckstein
Sue & Rob Seiler
Chai Tribute Fund
Debbie & Charley Rich
Toby & Sheldon Smolokoff
General Fund (May-June 2018)
Lennard & Ann Axinn
Beverly Bennett
Diane Berg
Andrew & Carol Calev
Howard & Linda Davis
Joan & Peter Feilbogen
Roz Finkel
Joanne Fried
Molla Gary
Richard & Barbara Golden
Surelle & Mike Heiberger
Iris & Steve Herman
Elaine Kaplan
Frederic Kunken, DMD
Elisa & Tom McDonagh
Martin Podgainy
David & Deena Purow
Mary Rosen
Barbara Schenk
Albert & Marcia Schmier
Howard Schneider & Miriam Rosen
Sue & Rob Seiler
Dianne Slavin
Bill & Linda Wattel
Edward & Ethel Winkler

Jordan Yurkew Memorial Fund
Marvin & Lorraine Baron
Major Gift Initiative Fund
Diane Berg
Lisa & Rob Fishman
Mark & Susan Goldman
Stephen & Marjorie Levy
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Marj Blauman Sanctuary Fund
Elaine & Barry Eig
Mark & Susan Goldman
Stephen & Marjorie Levy
Debbie & Charley Rich
Mary Rosen
Linda & Alan Schatten
Barbara Schenk
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Sue & Rob Seiler
Lois Spritzer
Milton Gershon Youth Scholarship & Camp Fund
Norman & Harriet Copel
Richard & Rosalie Kammerling
Eileen Witner
Music and Cultural Arts Fund
Diane Berg
Elyse & Mike Besso
Norman & Harriet Copel
Howard & Sherry Eckstein
Lisa & Rob Fishman
Mark & Susan Goldman
Burt & Laura Klayman
Herb & Barbara Kreindler
Brian & Joy Moss
Debbie & Charley Rich
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Marilyn Silverstein
Helene Tiger
Phyllis & Bill Toran
Peter & Beverly Wayne
Outreach Fund
Bonnie Gettinger
Richard & Rosalie Kammerling
Mary Rosen
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Partnership Engagement Fund
Joanne Fried
Stephen & Marjorie Levy
Debbie & Charley Rich
Florence & Steve Roffman
Louise Spangle
Peter & Beverly Wayne
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund (May-June 2018)
Jane Goldblatt
David & Elissa Gordon
Ruth Lilker
David & Nancy Hirsch
Gladys Mishkit
Carol Rosen
Jack & Liz Schwartz
Selma Cohen Swaim
Janet Walerstein

July 2017 - June 2018
Religious School Enrichment Fund
Diane Berg
Adrianne & Sheldon Dietz
Jane Goldblatt
Andrew & Andrea Levenbaum
David Lieberman & Paula Klein
Kenny & Susan Ng
Rosemarie Ruk
Rhea Liebman Library Fund
Barry & Barbara Aronowsky
Ed Brozinsky & Jan Singer
Norman & Harriet Copel
Joan & Peter Feilbogen
Herb & Barbara Kreindler
Joe & Judy Madenberg
Sara Pokross
Barbara Schenk
Tuesday Morning Book Club
Rose Klein Memorial Scholar-In-Residence Fund
Joyce & Alan Pifko
Social Action Fund
Dorothy Athanas
Alan & Carol Berliner
Vivian Carasso
Stu Chapman
Adrianne & Sheldon Dietz
Rosanne Ebnes
Elaine & Barry Eig
Lillian Geisser
Mark & Susan Goldman
Robin Grass & Una Warde
Debbie & Ken Gross
Surelle & Mike Heiberger
Fran Hyde
Debbie & Steve Jarmon
Stephen & Marjorie Levy
Elisa & Tom McDonagh
Joseph & Eleanor Perlman
Mark & Lucy Raskin
Mary Rosen
Marcia & Barry Schwalb
Sue & Rob Seiler
Joe & Theresa Shaffery
Bill & Linda Wattel
Moselle & Lyle Zuckerman
Temple Beth El Endowment Fund
(formerly the 50th Anniversary Fund)

Charles & Sherry Baran
Marcia & Bob Ingram
Stephen & Marjorie Levy
Burt & Sandy Masnick

Youth and Family Enrichment Fund
Debbie & Charley Rich
Eric & Helen Begun
Yvonne Cohen Memorial Fund
Brian & Joy Moss
Peter & Beverly Wayne
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Summer Shabbat
Our lay-led Shabbat services begin at 7:00 p.m. during
the summer and are held in the Great Room. Here’s our
lineup for this summer:

Friday, July 6th - Mary Klein
Friday, July 13th - Men’s Club Brotherhood
Friday, July 20th - BETTI (Beth El Trip to Israel)
Friday, July 27th - Cantor’s Adult Hebrew Class
Friday, August 3rd - Sisterhood
Friday, August 10th - Chai Club

High Holy Days - 2018/5779
S’lichot  Saturday, Sept. 1st
Erev Rosh Hashanah  Sunday, Sept. 9th
Rosh Hashanah  Monday, Sept. 10th
Kol Nidre  Tuesday, Sept. 18th
Yom Kippur  Wednesday, Sept. 19th
Erev Sukkot  Sunday, Sept. 23rd
Sukkot  Monday, Sept. 24th
Erev Simchat Torah  Sunday, Sept. 30th
Simchat Torah  Monday, Oct. 1st

Friday, August 17th - Board of Trustees

Contact Us!

Volunteers Needed!

Tell us what you think or what you’d like to see in
The Beth El Buzz! Email us at TheBuzz@tbeli.org.

Social Action Committee’s

Annual Summer Barbecue
Sunday, July 8th
Help is needed with setting up (before the event),
serving the meal, cleaning up, working in the
boutique and more! Email Carol Werblin at
cwerblin@hotmail.com if you are able to help.
Great opportunity for community service!

Help us by Going Green!
Please help us protect our environment, save
some trees and reduce our carbon footprint by
Going Green. Send an email to Lisa in the office at
templeoffice@tbeli.org and let her know you
would like to receive your copy of The Beth El Buzz
via email or call (631) 421-5835, Ext. 200.

High Holy Days Choir
Do you like to sing? Do you want to hang out with fun
people and get to play an important part in leading
worship at Temple Beth El? Come join the Adult High
Holy Days Choir! We happily welcome back all past
participants and warmly encourage anyone interested
to join in. No previous choir experience is necessary.
Just bring your voice and an enthusiasm to sing Jewish
music. Rehearsals will be every Tuesday and Thursday
from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. starting on August 7th. If you are
new to the choir, need a music binder or more
information, please email cantoralison@tbeli.org.
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NEW DATE! Mark your calendar!

Jewish Heritage Night at the

Sunday, August 5th at 5:05 p.m.
(gates open one hour prior)

3 Court House Drive, Central Islip, NY 11722
Festivities include:
 Jewish music
 Jewish-themed promotions
 Pre-game autograph session
 Post-game Run-the-Bases!
 And so much more!

Cost: $11.00 per person
Contact: Alyssa Slansky
Phone: (631) 470-5999
Email: ags1169@gmail.com

Send payment to Alyssa Slansky by July 20th: 37 Oaktree Lane, Huntington, NY 11743
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